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Hi everyone.   

 

Maggie and I would like to thank all of you for supporting your Chap-

ter at the annual Port-a-Pit Chicken Sale.  The weather was a bit 

cold, but we had no problem selling all of our chicken by 1pm.  A 

special thanks to those of you who faced the cold and stood over on 

Cassopolis Street in the wind.  Darlene & Deb your chicken dance 

was great as always.  Thanks everyone.  We couldn’t do this without you. 

Kathy, Frank, Judy and Rod what can we say about the Winter Bash.  I know the Chapter had so 

much fun at this event.  I know Maggie and I did.  I don’t think we’ve laughed so much watching 

each other play games.  It was a BLAST.  So what do you have in mind for next year?  Thanks 

again guys for all your hard work putting together a great day of fun. 

We had a lot of visitors at the meeting this month.  It’s always great to visit with old friends and 

make new ones.  Brent Graybill from the City of Elkhart was there interested in getting some mo-

torcycle safety info.  Tim & Pat Berkey from Chapter H also came over.  William Cassell from 

Grand Families of America was there to share information about some of their upcoming events 

with us.  Jim & Shirley Johnson visited us again. 

Maggie and I have been visiting our neighboring Chapters to invite them to our Mall Show.  If you 

would like to join us when we visit the other Chapters just give us a call. 

During the meeting, Cindy Norman gave a quick inventory of our Chapter Store.  We do have lots 

of goodies available.  Be sure to see her at a meeting if you need a new hat, or other Chapter 

items.  Thanks Cindy for reminding us that we have all those goodies available. 

Our dinner rides will be starting May 8th.  Jim Whetstone passed the sign up sheet around at the 

meeting.  If you missed the meeting and would like to sign up to lead a dinner ride, just give Jim a 

call and he can add you to the list. 

The District Meeting is on April 12th.  If you would like to go with us, just give us a call so we can 

carpool. 

We received news that LD Richmond is back in the hospital.  He will be having surgery for a brain 

tumor.  Our prayers go out to him and Dori as they go thru this. 

I think spring is really here now. Maggie and I are looking forward to starting our riding season 

with the Chapter. 

Be careful as you head out this year.  There are so many potholes and cars aren’t yet used to 

seeing motorcycles. 

Until next month, be happy & safe. 

 

Mike & Maggie 
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Most of you have probably heard 
of the Hurt Report.  (That’s Hugh 
Hurt Jr., NOT injured in a crash).  
Anyway, it’s a report published 
way back in 1981.  But it still ap-
plies.  There has not been an-
other as-in-depth-study done 
since.  This report took an in-

depth look at motorcycle crash causes and countermea-
sures.  The format of this newsletter is too small to do any 
kind of in-depth summary of that report.  I encourage all of 
you to look it up on the internet as it is very enlightening.  
It’s also in the book mentioned below which is very good. 
 
Here are a few interesting facts published in that report.  I 
think this may help everyone kind-of re-think the hazards 
out there. 
 
Crash Causes: 
Multivehicle . . . . 74% 
     Left-turners . . . . . . . . 28% 
     Angle Collisions . . . .  29% 
     Other . . . . . . . . . . . .  18% 
 
Single Vehicle . . . . . 26% 
    Rider Error . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17% 
    Animals, Blowouts, Etc. . . . . 6% 
    Surface Hazards . . . . . . . . .  2% 
 
Experience Riding in Traffic: 
(Note: 1 indicates average of those studied.  Numbers 
greater than 1 indicate higher than average accident in-
volvement.  Lower than 1 is less than average.) 
 
0 – 6 months . . . . . . . . . . . 1.4 
7 – 12  months . . . . . . . . . .0.96 
13 – 24 months . . . . . . . . . 0.93 
25 – 36 months . . . . . . . . . 1.52 
37 – 48 months . . . . . . . . . 0.98 
48 months + . . . . . . . . . . . .0.83 
 
I thought this statistic was particularly interesting in that it 
seems after about 2 years of riding one gets complacent 
about attention to traffic and the accident rate increases, 
almost twice as high as someone with more than 4 years 
experience.  Most of us are in the 48 months + category, 
which is the lowest.  But those who are relative newbies, or 
are right around the 2 year point, be extra careful.  The 
Parking Lot Practice is a good way to get a jump start on 
getting your skills back after the long winter.  Be there!!! 
 
Notes: 
Data is from the book Proficient Motorcycling by David 
Hough. 
 
Article submitted by newsletter editor. 

Hello to All 
 
April is here and it appears the 
weather is starting to break.  
With good luck we should be 
riding very soon.   
 
The State Meeting is occurring 

as this newsletter goes to press.  (April 12th)  It will be at 
the Marriott in Indianapolis.  I believe a number of chapter 
members are attending.  Since the weather took a turn for 
the worse over the weekend we will not be able to ride 
there.   
 
April 19th is near and that will be our first practice of the 
year.  We will be meeting at the Assembly of God Church, 
1010 E. Mishawaka Road in Elkhart at 2:00 PM for Park-
ing Lot Practice.  Hopefully all can attend as it will help get 
the kinks out of our system and lead to a safer riding sea-
son. 
 
Last month we had our Winter Bash and all that attended 
had a good time.  We socialized and played games and 
had good snack foods.  On a personal note, the award I 
received was appreciated.  I will continue to try to live up 
to the honor.  (Editor note:  We’re all glad Wolfie drives a 
motorcycle better than a “NASCAR” cart). 
 
Port-a-Pit chicken sales early in March were well attended 
and went off without a hitch other than it was very cold. 
Coming up in the near future for our chapter will be the 
Mall Show in May and Game Night at the Rance Com-
pound, also in May.  The Mall Show will be a one-day 
event at the Concord Mall.  With luck we should have a 
good attendance.  We have visited three local chapters in 
the past month and invited them to bring their bikes to 
show them along with us.  Game Night should be interest-
ing.  I am sure Cheryl has a lot of fun games planned. 
 
Other events coming up are as follows:  The CMA Run 
For The Son, May 5th, and Spring Wing Warm-up on May 
30 and 31 in Portland, IN. 
 
Well, that’s it for this month.  Hopefully, by the next article 
we will all have put a few miles on our bikes. 
 
Wolfgang and Connie Gless,  ACD 
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       Got an item that you would like to sell? Advertise it 

here in the “For Sale” listing of the 

newsletter. This publication is seen 

state wide and could help to locate 

someone that is looking for your item. 

 

Your Chapter Store Representative:  

Cindy Norman  

Chapter items for sale:                                        

Hats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13.00 

Chapter Flags . . . . . . . . $12.00  

Gold Wing Clocks . . . .  $15.00 

Various pins, patches etc. also available.  See Cindy for 

details. 

 

FOR SALE: An Eclipse heated vest. Size Large. Perfect 

for extending that riding season or just adding some 

extra comfort when riding early or late in the day. Asking 

$75.00 OBO. Call 574 273-3001 

 

FOR SALE:  1990 GL 1500.  Light blue with matching 

trailer.  Excellent condition, regularly serviced.  Pin 

Striping by Charlie Bussard on both bike and trailer.  

Loaded with accessories.  Also, two Gerbing electric 

heated coats with controllers, 1 Large, 1 XL. 

Call: 574-259-2393 or 574-276-6340 for more 

information. 

 RECRUITER &  RETENTION                                                                                                          
                 Ron Gabbard                                        
Please send your renewals to Ron and he will forward 

them to GWRRA. We want to keep everyone current and 

enjoying the many benefits of membership in this great 

association.  Those due in June are:  

Jim and Tammy VanLaecke 
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“A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough people to make it worth the effort.” 

 Herm Albright 

Parking Lot Practice will again be held at 
the Calvary Assembly of God church 1010 Mishawaka 

road, (Same place as before) on Saturday, April 19, at 

2:00 PM.  Rain date is the following Saturday, April 26, 

same time. 

 

By Deb Whetstone 

 
LETS TAKE A MOMENT TO REHASH  CHAPTER 0-2'S WONDERFUL MIDWINTER BASH 
A SUNNY BUT COLD MIDWINTER DAY AND A LOT OF PEOPLE HEADED KALAMAZOO WAY 
OUR MICHIGAN FRIENDS FOUND THEIR WAY THRU AND BEGAN THE NIGHTS JOURNEY WITH 
CHAPTER 0-2 
AFTER REGISTERING AND GETTING OUR ROOMS THERE WERE NO SPECIFIC ORDERS SO 
THE GUYS STARTED PLAYING "FLIP THE QUARTERS" 
A LOT OF PEOPLE DECIDED TO JOIN IN... BUT ROD CLARK HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE AND 
THE MOST LUCK TO WIN 
THEN CAME SUPPER....OH WHAT A TREAT...JIM W TRIED TO TALK DENNY INTO SWITCHING 
HIM SEATS  (LONG STORY ASK THE GUYS WAITRESS ....FOOD....FOOD...WAITRESS) 
THEN SUPPER WAS OVER AND WE WERE ON OUR WAY.. EXCITED ABOUT WHAT CLARKS AND 
CASES HAD PLANNED FOR THE DAY 
(IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY HAD SO MUCH FUN PLANNING THESE GAMES  THAT 
NEITHER OF THE COUPLES WILL BE QUITE THE SAME) 
FIRST EACH PERSON PICKED A CORK FOR A TEAM....THERE WERE YELLOW ,RED, BLUE AND 
GREEN 
ONCE DIVIDED WE GOT POINTS FOR THE UNIFORM AND THE GEAR THAT WE WORE....LITTLE 
DID WE KNOW WHAT OUR JUDGES HAD IN STORE 
WE STARTED WITH WHAT THEY THOUGHT WOULD BE A SIMPLE GAME...BUT SOME OF THE 
BASKETBALLS WE SHOT WERE PRETTY LAME 
THERE WAS BASKETBALL, GOLF, TURKEY BOWLING AND CHEERING...AND DOLLIES WITH 
PEOPLE ON THEM DRIVEN BY BLINDFOLDED PEOPLE WAS QUITE ALLURING 
YES WE PUT FORTH OUR EFFORT AND WE HAD A LOT OF FUN.....THE JOB THAT OUR JUDGES 
DID WAS SECOND TO NONE!!!! 
THE TURKEY BOWLING WAS QUITE INTERESTING ...NOT SOMETHING YOU WOULD NOR-
MALLY DO..... UNLESS OF COURSE YOU ARE WITH THE GREAT CHAPTER 0-2 
THE COMPETITION WAS HEATING UP AND THE GAMES WERE GOING FULL STEAM...THE 
POINTS WERE ON THE SCOREBOARD BUT THEY WEREN'T QUITE WHAT THEY SEEMED 
(RIGHT CATHY R) 
THROUGHOUT THE GAMES IT WAS VERY CLEAR THAT IT WAS AN IMPORTANT JOB TO 
CHEER... 
BUT WRITING A CHEER AND GETTING IT READY...MADE EACH TEAM FEEL JUST A LIT-
TLE  UNSTEADY 
OFF WE HEADED TO OUR CORNERS TO PONDER... AND WHAT EACH TEAM CAME UP 
WITH  MADE US WONDER 
NOW IT WAS TOTALLY UP TO THE JUDGES---DECIDING THE WINNER WOULD BE AN 
ART....YES THIS IS THE PLACE WHERE I TRULY MISSED THE VOTE OF OUR FAVORITE ---- ----!! 
OUT THE JUDGES WENT TO DELIBERATE AND PICK THE PRIZE WINNERS OF THE NIGHT...OF 
COURSE WE TRIED TO BRIBE THEM...(CARI D TRIED TO USE THE PRIZES SHE HAD ALREADY 
ONE YES.....CARI YOU ARE OUT OF SIGHT) 
WHILE THE JUDGES WERE OUT DECIDING….ED AND ANDREA KEPT US BUSY ENOUGH...THEY 
FIGURED EACH COUPLE OUT WITH THE CHINESE CALENDAR AS BRENDA HAD GIVEN THEM 
OUR "STUFF" 
THE CHINESE SAY ONLY A DRAGON CAN LIVE WITH ANOTHER DRAGON...SO DENNY AND 
BRENDA ARE THE COUPLE THAT CAN KEEP THEIR DRAGON TAILS WAGGIN 
AFTER THE JUDGES REENTERED THE ROOM IT WAS TIME FOR THE BIG EVENT...YES THIS 
WAS THE GRAND FINALE ....WE WOULD SEE WHERE ALL OF THE PRIZES WENT 
THE JUDGES VOTES HAD BEEN TALLIED AND THE DECISIONS WERE IN...EACH TEAM SI-
LENTLY HOLDING THEIR BREATH...HOPING THEY WOULD WIN 
THE BLUE FLAMES WERE DECLARED THE WINNERS WITH MELLOW YELLOW CLOSE BEHIND, 
THIRD PLACE WAS TAKEN BY THE GREEN WINGS AND THE RED TEAM WAS IN LAST PLACE 
THEY DID FIND 
IT WAS AN AMAZING CEREMONY WITH EACH TEAM RECEIVING MEDALS OF THEIR 
OWN...THERE WAS GOLD FOR FIRST ..SILVER FOR 2ND ..BRONZE FOR THIRD AND THE 4TH 
PLACE TEAM GOT THE "THROW YOU A BONE" 
THERE WERE ALSO INDIVIDUAL AWARDS AND I'LL TRY TO MENTION A FEW....CHERYL RANCE 
GOT THE "T-RIFFIC AWARD" AND THE "RING MY BELL AWARD WENT TO CANDICE 
RANCE  TOO 
THE BIGGEST HAM AWARD WENT TO DENNY...DID WE EVER HAVE A DOUBT?   BUT THE MVP-
(MOST VOCAL AWARD) WENT TO CARI DURECKI AND SHE DIDN'T EVEN HAVE TO SHOUT!!!! 
THE "YOU QUACKED US UP "AWARD WENT TO RICH DURECKI AND THE OTHER "CRACK “ 
AWARD WENT  TO  WOLFGANG GLESS IF YOU WEREN'T THERE TO KNOW WHAT THAT IS 
ABOUT ...WELL YOU WILL JUST HAVE TO GUESS 
DON NORMAN WAS A GREAT BOWLER SO HE GOT THE BOWLING PIN AND CATHY RUMMEL 
CRIED ONE TIME TOO MANY AND THE "CRY BABY" AWARD DID WIN  
THERE WERE NO LOSERS TRULY THAT NIGHT AS EVERYONE HAD A GREAT TIME...YES EVEN 
DOWN TO THE MARGARITAS HAVING A LIME 
SO ONCE AGAIN THANK YOU TO EVERYONE BECAUSE THE MAIN GOAL OF THE NIGHT WAS 
TO HAVE A LOT OF FUN 
AND IN SOME WAY SOMEWHERE THRU OUT THE NIGHT THE LAUGHTER AND HAPPINESS 
JUST ALL SEEMED RIGHT 
SO CLARKS AND CASES GET READY FOR NEXT YEAR BECAUSE ONCE THE NEWS IS OUT 
YOU WILL HAVE EVEN MORE PEOPLE HERE!!!! 
 
                                        THANKS A MILLION 
 
 
 
Editor Note:  Sorry this is an eye chart.  I had to do a small font to get it in the space available. 
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   Save those pop tabs for this 

year’s Ronald McDonald Ride! 

Let’s make the 2008 Ronald 

McDonald Ride the best one 

yet! 

Thursday Night Dinners 
(Meet there at 6:30 P.M.)                                                                                                                                                                                     

Apr 17 . . . .  Between the Buns  (Elkhart) 

Apr 24 . . . .  Wings Etc. (CR 6, Elkhart) 

What’s Coming Up 

Apr 19 . . . . . Parking Lot Practice (See page 3) 

May 1  . . . . . Monthly Meeting 

May 3  . . . . . CMA Ride for the Son 

May 10. . . . . Mall Show (Concord Mall) 

May 17. . . . . Game Night @ Rance Compound 

May 30 & 31. Spring Wing Warm-Up (Portland, IN) 

    March Meeting Notes:March Meeting Notes:  

Mike welcomed everyone to the meeting.  There was a good turn-
out of chapter members plus several guests.  Tim and Pat Berkey 
were here from chapter H.  Jim and Shirley Johnson attended the 
meeting along with Leroy Mahan.  It’s always nice to have guests 
attend our meetings. 
 
Thanks were extended to the organizers of the Winter Bash.  
Everyone agreed it was a great time.  Thanks also went out to all 
who helped at the Chicken Sale.  We had a good turnout and 
made a considerable profit for the chapter. 
 
Mike mentioned that he and Maggie have been going to other 
chapter meetings to extend an invitation to participate in the Mall 
Show and indicated that he had gotten pretty good response.  He 
also mentioned that if any chapter members wanted to join them 
in these visits they are welcome. 
 
Bob Chute passed out a couple of interesting articles about mo-
torcycle safety.  One was a refresher on the TCLOCS inspection 
of a bike before riding.  The other was an article entitled “How to 
Play in Traffic and Stay Alive”.  Good reading and good tips in 
both of these.  He also mentioned that there are still openings for 
the ERC in Brownstown on May 10 & 11 and in Akron on May 18. 
 
Please note:  Dinner rides will be starting next month.  HOORAY!  
So you will notice, starting on your May calendar, that, rather than 
listing a restaurant name on Thursday, you will see the name of 
the ride leader.  A reminder to all; we leave from the meeting 
point, Amberwood Terrace parking lot, promptly at 6:30. 
 
Mike, Maggie, Wolfie and Connie will be going to the Spring Dis-
trict meeting, which is April 12.  They have extended an open 
invitation to anyone in the chapter who would also like to attend.  
Contact any of them if you would like to accompany them to this 
meeting. 
 
Udderly Fantastic was given by Cathy Case to the Clark’s for their 
help in setting up and officiating at Winter Bash. 
 
Dumbo was given to Jim and Deb Whetstone by Cathy Rummel.  
Something about wandering out into traffic during the Chicken 
Sale. 
 
William Cassell was there to talk about ‘Grand Families of Amer-
ica’.  This is the organization we used to know as ‘Grandparents 
as Parents’.  They are having two fund raisers for that organiza-
tion.  One is on April 26 and one is on August 13.  You can get 
more information on these events by calling 574-231-0777. 
 
Brent Graybill was there to announce a Health and Safety Fair 
which will be held on September 19 at McNaughton Park from 8 
AM to 4 PM.  The chapter was invited to participate in this fair by 
providing motorcycle safety information or even setting up a 
booth if we desire. 
 
Please get pictures to Cathy Rummel for the Scrapbook.  You 
can also e-mail digital pictures to Vern Daly for possible inclusion 
in the newsletter, space permitting. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Anniversaries: 

May 1 . . . Denny & Brenda Heckaman 

May 1 . . . Greg & Brenda Swanson 

May 20 . . Larry & Donna Johnson 

May 26 . . Jim & Deb Whetstone 

 

Birthdays: 

May 5 . . . Mark Skinner         May 16 . . . Jerry Rummel 

May 26 . . Deb Whetstone     May 29 . . . Candice Rance 

Thursday Night Dinner Rides 
May 8 . . . . Mark Skinner 

May 15 . . . Jim Whetstone 

May 22 . . . Wolfgang Gless 

May 29 . . . Mike Knepple 

Note: There are still a LOT of dates open if you want to lead 

a dinner ride.  Contact Jim Whetstone. 

If anyone has crushed cans to turn in please get them to 

Frank Case or Jim McPhail to help with the Chapter 

funds.  
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“WINTER BASH 2008” 
 

The Chapter O2 Locker Room was filled with spirited enthusiasm when teams competed for the GOLDGOLDGOLD  at Winter 

Bash 2008.  GWRRA members hailing from Indiana and Michigan rose to meet the challenging events of the week-
end. 
 
The Locker Room spread was the best!  So many delicious snacks than no one could possibly taste them all though 
some tried.  The Clark's “Gatorade” was just what was needed to quench a competitor’s thirst. 
 
 “Wrap Up” of the games: 

�      Before the games began, some team members failed to “suit up” and have their “equipment” ready for in-
spection.  That cost them.  However, the Heckaman’s did a super job of being prepared by wearing their 
“protective gear” that added to their team’s advantage.  The officials were disappointed that a cup/jock strap 
didn’t appear. 

�      Several members (Cari) had to be cautioned regarding cheating as they attempted to “bend” the rules when 
throwing the football. 

�      NASCAR drivers did a fantastic job weaving through the cones once they figured out whom to listen to giv-
ing the directions.  Running repeatedly into Deb Whetstone isn’t really your fault Wolfie.  You were only fol-
lowing directions. 

�      The basketball free shot attempts were unusual and most not successful.  Better form or a shorter court may 
have helped.  It’s hard to tell which. 

�      Golfing at Winter Bash was no more difficult than on a putting green, you just didn’t get to keep putting to 
sink it and add up the score! 

�      Don Norman was the only bowler to get a strike.  That was surprising considering the pins were setting on a 
carpeted floor and tended to fall when least expected.  That frozen turkey slid down the alley fairly well and 
not one gutter ball was recorded. 

�      The team cheers were amazing!  Who would have thought the group had so much talent for writing, choreo-
graphing and performing original cheers?   The officials were impressed!!! The event would have been per-
fect if just one team would have done a pyramid. 

 
The “officials” for the games were of the highest character, integrity and fair to a fault.  They kept an accurate ac-
counting of the scores and would not give in to the bribes of some team members. (Think chocolate next time!) 
 
At the Awards Ceremony the Blue FlamesBlue FlamesBlue FlamesBlue Flames  were awarded the Gold Med-
als, the Mellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow YellowsMellow Yellows      took the Silver, the Green WingsGreen WingsGreen WingsGreen Wings  were given 
the Bronze, and Red Hot WingsRed Hot WingsRed Hot WingsRed Hot Wings, not to be left out, were “thrown a bone” 
for their effort. 
 
There were the usual complaints to the officials that things were unfair.  
One participant, whose initials are C.R., “cried” nearly all evening about 
something and the officials rewarded her appropriately.  Many terrific 
awards were given out and recognition was bestowed upon all who de-
served it… for whatever unique achievement the officials deemed worthy. 
 
Submitted by:  Official Kathy Case 
Special thanks to Officials Frank Case and Rod & Judy Clark for all their 

work. 
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Many more pictures of the Winter 

Bash 2008 event can be found at 

the Chapter Web Site where you 

will find a link to follow for even 

more pictures from the event. 
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